Psychrotrophic, proteolytic and lipolytic properties of Enterobacteriaceae isolated from milk and dairy products.
Most of the Enterobacteriaceae strains (73 out of 75) isolated in a previous study (Wessels et al., 1988) were psychrotrophic on agar plates, with the exception of Enterobacter cloacae strains. The Enterobacteriaceae strains were largely non-proteolytic on milk agar medium although limited numbers of E. cloacae, Serratia rubidaea and Klebsiella oxytoca strains were capable of proteolytic activity at 25 degrees C. The E. cloacae and K. oxytoca strains positive at 25 degrees C were also proteolytic at 7 degrees C. Most of the species tested were non-lipolytic on Victoria blue butterfat agar. The majority of Serratia marcescens and Klebsiella pneumoniae strains and a minority of E. cloacae and K. oxytoca strains, however, were lipolytic on this medium.